
On March 4, 2010, we held our 

4th Annual Academy Awards 

Dinner at Colonel Frances 

Beatty Park. We honored our 

clients with great food catered 

by Kristen Knapp, Julie Lane, 

and Blair Barbee. Dr. Michelle 

Bryan and Donna made a cute 

slideshow of our clients fur 

babies. Meredith and Megan 

gave out the awards and the 

whole staff helped set up the 

entire event.  

You can visit our website  

Independencevet.com to see 

winners, and pictures of our 

dinner.  

On April 3, 2010 we walked in the 

American Cancer Society’s “Dogs 

Walk Against Cancer”. It was held 

at Canine Café Of Charlotte. We 

wanted to say a special Thank You 

to everyone who helped us raise 

more than $1200 to support animal 

and human cancer research.  

 

Mecklenburg County Park and 

Recreation invites “dogs and 

the people they own” to join 

the fun again this year at “Bark 

In The Park” at Metrolina 

Expo, 7100 Statesville Road 

(off exit 16 of I-77 at Sunset 

Rd).  

Date: April 24 

Time: 10am-4pm.  

Free admission and Free park-

ing. Visit parkandrec.com for 

more info!   

What we’ve been up to 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 

10am-6pm 

At the Cabarrus Arena 

-Free admission 

-Free Parking 

-Pets are welcome  

*must have current 

immunizations and be 

on a fixed lead. 

Be a part of a day of fun for 

everyone!!! 

-Pet talent show 

-Costume contest 

-Incredible Giveaways & Prizes 

-Free Pet Photos 

-Agility Completions   

-Free Nail Trims & much 

more! 

Mark your calendars now for  Charlotte Pet Expo! 
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surgery for the kids, pet 
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games, and much, much 
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At the age of seven, your pet is already consid-

ered a SENIOR because they are age 50-60 in 

human years. More than likely your pet is already 

starting to get arthritis even if he/she is not 

showing symptoms. Why not use a supplement 

that is just as safe as glucosamine, but has many 

more benefits?  

Dasuquin is a glucosamine and chondrotin prod-

uct with avocado/soybean and decaffeinated tea 

antioxidants added. This supplement helps block 

enzymes in joints that break down cartilage.  

Together they protect joint cartilage and support 

body defense. Stop arthritis before your pet is 

showing signs of joint pain. Ask your veterinarian 

today about Dasuquin and give your pet healthy 

joints. 

Pets, especially puppies and kittens, tend to explore their world by putting everything in their mouth. This may 

help them learn about their environment, but it can also be harmful. Many plants are dangerous. Some may cause 

vomiting or diarrhea while others may cause organ failure and death. Pet owners need to take extra care with holi-

day plants. When the holidays roll around, we often get caught up in the festivities and don’t realize that we may 

be bringing something very dangerous into our home. Be aware of which holiday decorations may be toxic and 

avoid turning a happy occasion into a tragic one. Some members of the Lilly family of plants can result in serious 

illness in cats. Specifically, Easter lilies, tiger lilies, Japanese show lilies, rubrum lilies, many lily hybrids and day 

lilies have been shown to cause kidney failure. Symptoms of lily toxicity: Cats will generally star t to vomit within 

a few hours of exposure. The affected cat might seem lethargic and not want to eat. Many owners will not find 

this behavior odd for their cat and symptoms will go untreated. Kidney failure will start to develop within 24-72 

hours after eating the plant. Kidney failure symptoms include but are not limited to, increased thirst, increased 

urination, vomiting, lethargy, not eating, and dehydration. Help keep your pet safe by keeping them away from 

any potential problems during the holidays. 

Dasuquin 

Poisonous plants 

Holiday Hazards 

Easter is just around the corner, and we want everyone 

to have an enjoyable, stress free holiday! Many people 

like to celebrate with Easter baskets, fake grass, plastic 

eggs, chocolate and sometimes even small toys for the 

little ones. Although these things seem harmless to us 

they can be hazards to our four-legged family members. 

Colorful grass may look appetizing to your pets, but it 

could cause them to choke or obstruct their intestines if 

ingested. Small toys and plastic Easter eggs, if swal-

lowed, can cause your pet to choke or even damage 

their intestinal tract. All forms of chocolate can be 

harmful to your pet, potentially resulting in poisoning 

or even pancreatic inflammation from the high fat con-

tent. We want you and your pets to have a safe,  worry 

free holiday so keep these things in mind while you 

celebrate with your loved ones. 
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Cats Need Heartworm Prevention, Too! 
 
aŀƴȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ŏŀǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ƘŜŀǊǘǿƻǊƳ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŏŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ .ǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛnd a 
mosquito in the house? It only takes one mosquito bit e to infect a cat. A study of shelter cats showed that 10-14% of cats had heartworm 
disease and in a study in North Carolina of heartworm positive cats, 28% of the positive cats were indoor only cats. 
 
Heartworm disease in cats is different than in dogs in that it is harder to diagnose and there is no treatment for heartworms like there is in 
dogs. PREVENTION is the key!!! 
 
Cats typically have fewer and smaller heartworms than dogs and the lifespan of the heartworm in cats is shorter (2-3 years versus 5 years in 
dogs). Cats acquire heartworms by being bitten by an infected mosquito (the same way dogs are infected) and the mosquito deposits  larva 
under the skin that then enter the bloodstream and migrate to the heart or vessels of the lungs where they mature into adult heartworms 
over the next 7-8 months. Both larvae and adult heartworms can  cause acute pulmonary (lung) inflammation and lung injury. Signs that 
your cat has heartworms can vary from none, to vague symptoms like vomiting, lethargy, coughing, difficulty breathing, or sudden death 
with no symptoms prior to this.  Often cats with heartworm disease show the same symptoms as patients with  asthma or allergic 
bronchitis. Diagnosis of heartworms in cats is harder than in dogs. A negative antigen (how we typically test dogs) test does not necessarily 
mean that a cat does not have heartworm disease. A positive antibody test means that your cat is positive for  heartworms or has had them 
in the past. There are no approved heartworm treatments for cats. In general we treat their symptoms with prednisone (steroid).  
Occasionally surgical extraction of the worm from the heart is done in extreme cases of heartworm disease, but this is a risky and expensive 
procedure.  
Prevention of heartworms is easy and inexpensive. Here, at Independence Veterinary Clinic, we prefer Revolution for cats. Revolution is a 
once a month topical treatment that not only prevents heartworms but also  prevents fleas, roundworms, hookworms and ear mites. Stop 
by IVC anytime to pick up some Revolution. Our ongoing special is buy six, get one free. Your cat will thank you for it! Remember 
PREVENTION is best!  
 

Revolution for Cats 

 

EPA Advises Precautions on Use of Spot-On Pesticides  

on Dogs & Cats 

As a pet owner, you may have seen a recent update from the Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding safety issues with a number of 

the spot-on pesticides commonly found in pet stores and veterinary hospi-

tals. To avoid confusion, we wanted you to be aware of the following infor-

mation: 

 

Revolution is a prescription-only, FDA-approved medication available only 

through a veterinarian – and is NOT a pesticide registered by the EPA. 

Although topically applied, Revolution is a systemically acting, broad-

spectrum parasiticide that has a well defined safety profile combined with 

excellent efficacy to help protect your cat against a wide variety of parasites. 

The Dr’s and Staff at Independence Vet are the best source of information 

to ensure the proper care of your pet. 
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ñMy lawn just got treated; can my dog Lulu go on it today, or do I need 

to wait?ò 

ñFluffy just walked in some roach killer that I just put down! Is this a 

problem?ò 

ñMy friendôs cat is having a reaction to an over-the-counter flea prod-

uct! What do I tell her?ò 

  Of course, the answer to these questions is almost always, ñCall Independ-

ence Veterinary Clinic ñ, but sometimes we may refer you to this new, won-

derful resource: the National Pesticide Information Center. This is a hotline 

and website provide by Oregon Sate University that has a database on all 

pesticides and their effects on children, adults, and animals. The friendly 

support staff can answer all sorts of questions about possible reactions or 

hazards to you or your pet. Remember, this resource only covers pesticide, 

but that classification covers a wide range of chemicals that you and your 

pets may be exposed to during your normal lives. 

Not only can these wonderful experts help you with pet-related pesticide 

questions, they can also recommend the pesticide with the lowest risk to you 

and your pets. For example: use cayenne pepper on your garden to control 

Japanese beetles instead of a commercial product; use fennel leaves to kill 

spider mites instead of a spray. Further more, the university has recently 

added a veterinarian to their staff, so you can have specific questions an-

swered to tailor your needs. They operate on Pacific Time instead of East-

ern, though, so make sure you've got your time zones straight before you 

call. To contact this amazing staff, call 1.800.858.7378 seven days a week, 

6:30-4:30 Pacific time; if you have internet access go to www.npic.orst.edu 

for general information. Anything registered by the EPA is under their pur-

view, and if youôre unsure about the classification of a certain chemical, 

they can help you figure it out with ease. 

2328 Crown Point  

Executive Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28227 

 

Phone (704) 841-1313 

Fax (704) 847-8893 

 

 

Visit us on Facebook!    

www.facebook.com  

 

E-mail - 

ivc@independencevet.com 

 

Websiteï 

www.independencevet.com  

National Pesticide Info Anal Glands 

Is your pet scooting or dragging his bottom on your floor? 

If so, he or she may need to have their anal glands ex-

pressed! Anal sacs or (ñanal glandsò) are two small glands, 

one on each side of your petôs anus that contains a foul 

smelling substance, which is normally expressed 

(squeezed out) when the animal defecates. Anal sacs can 

get impacted, which in turn will cause great discomfort to 

you pet. Your furry babies will try to empty their anal sacs 

by ñscootingò or ñdraggingò their bottoms on the ground , 

carpet or grass in attempt to gain some relief. Your pet 

may also lick the anal area or chase its tail. These are all 

telltale signs that your pet is in need of having those sacs 

expressed! If left untreated, anal glands can lead to impac-

tion and the glands becoming infected. Infections in this 

area can quickly become painful and cause your pet to 

avoid defecation , leading to secondary constipation. 

The condition can be irritating, itchy and extremely painful 

at various stages. A trip to IVC is warranted for the ex-

pression of these sacs. If your pet continues to ñscootò or 

ñdragò his bottom, he may need additional anal sac expres-

sions. In some cases, your pet may need this procedure 

performed a few times a month in order to keep the anal 

sacs completely empty. On the other hand, your pet may 

be suffering from a different medical condition that would 

require a doctorôs visit. Each pet has different needs. Your 

pet may never need anal sac expression but itôs a good idea 

to educate yourself on these matters if the occasion arises. 

Pugs Pops  

 
 

1 Quart fruit juice 
1 banana, mashed 

1/2 cup yogurt 

 
Mix ingredients together thor-
oughly, then freeze. This can 
be eaten by people too.  
 
 


