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Mark your calendars!!!

1 We will be closed July 4th for the celebration of Independ-
ence Day, and September 7th in honor of Labor Day.

9 Client Appreciation Week will be held the week of August 3rd-

7th. Please stop by and enjoy food, prizes, games, and a
whole lot of fun in honor of our clients!

T 1tdéds that ti me

ment for your pet today as these weeks always fill up fast!

T  We would like to give a special THANK YOU to all of our

thoughtful clients who donated food to the Second Harvest
Pet Food Drive. Your thoughtful contributions helped fill bel-

lies all across the Charlotte area!

Comfortis is a fast-acting, month long flea pre-
ventative for dogs. I1t’'s a
tablet that dogs love and since it is in pill form, it
eliminates the mess of a topical. Fleas can be a
big problem for dogs and their owners, and your

pets can be exposed to these blood sucking para-
sites in your back yard, on a walk, or even in your
own home. Even a few fleas can turn into a major

infestation, which is why it is important to kill
them as quickly as possible. To give you an idea
of how quickly things can get out of hand, a flea
can begin feeding on your dog within seconds,
and within 24 hours of it's
can begin laying eggs at a rate of 40-50 per day.
Fleas are the source of flea allergy dermatitis,
which is the most common veterinary skin condi-

tion. They can also cause anemia if the infestation

is bag enough, and may also transmit an intesti-
nal parasite called tapeworms. Comfortis is the
only month long flea product that
starts to kill adult fleas within 30

minutes, and is completely effective ) : \
within 4 hours. If you have a pet

with an allergy to Frontline, or if M
Frontline just i sn’'t d Me rick,

ask us about Comfortis!

again! As we

through September 4, 2009, we will be offering 1- and 3-year
rabies vaccinations for $8.50 with no exam fee required. We

will also offer the feline Purevax rabies with no exam charge,
but at the regular price. Please call to schedule an appoint-

It is very important to have your pet up
¢ h ealies baccme. Rabiesdsfa ddadllyavivue tha id contagious to
all warm -blooded animals, including people. The virus is
most often transmitting from one animal to another

through saliva from a bite wound. It can take weeks to
months to reach the brain, but when it does the virus can
cause death within 10 days. Once signs develop, there is no
cure and the disease is always fatal. By not having your pet
vaccinated, you put yourself and others in jeopardy. If your
pet were to bite a person and was not up
rabies vaccine, there would only be two options: euthanasia
or quarantine for 10 days. Quarantine must take place at
r~*t bl ood amapprbveddacility sech as a veteri-

Welcome our new veterinarian,
Dr. Melissa Long!

Beginning in July, you will start to see a new face
around our clinic! Dr. Long graduated from the Uni-

versity of Florida in 2000, then moved to North
Carolina. She has a 14-year-old lab mix named

veterinary interests include internal medicine

(especially cats), dermatology, and behavior. When
she’s not
reading, and traveling. We are excited to announce
our newest addition and look forward to everyone

wor king, she

meeting her!

-to -date on their

-to -date on their

nary clinic or boarding facility, and is
done at the owner 6s
petis notup -to-date on their rabies
vaccine or not confined properly after
biting someone, the owner will also be
subject to a fine of $200 for each of-
fense. We offer rabies clinics twice a
year in which rabies vaccines are dis-
counted. Look for our final 2009 clinic
coming up in September. Rabies is a
great concern for us, so please keep
your pets up to date!
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Well, it’s that time of year again: barbeques, beac
badly upset canines. Fireworks can be very upsetting and potentially dangerous for
man’'s best friend, so here are some tips on how to Kk

happy during your summer time celebration.

Do not take your dog to fireworks displays. No matter how much your dog is part of
your family, this is a place where he will feel constantly uneasy because of sudden,
very loud noises and very large bursts of light in the night sky. Remember, you can
reassure a child by talking them through their fears, but your dog will simply be
frightened and bewildered by these unpredictable noises and flashes.

Since you're | eaving your dog at home, he/ she may st
neighbors may have a small fireworks party of their own. When Princess hears the
loud bangs, she may become very destructive. Try to leave her in an area that does-
n"t have any items that she can c hexceptrfforchemhfavonitese de
Kong! Your dog may also try to escape the noises.
outside; dogs have been known to become so agitated that they dig under fences to
flee or strangle themselves with their chains in their distress. Leave the television or

a soothing CD on while you're away, so the noises do
little girl.

Consider your dog’' s past behavior. |1 f he wusually bec
stor ms, he' || probably be terrified by fireworKks. S
possibility of a prescription sedative for Prince-and don’t wait until the

We are happy to consider giving your pet a medication, if you give us enough time to
fill the prescription. Please be aware that your dog must have visited Independence
Veterinary Clinic for an exam within the last year; sedatives may not be the correct
therapy for your dog, so we will offer you other options if medicine is not our pre-
ferred method of calming your dog.

I f you're having a private fireworks party at your
from the action. He could be badly burned if an absent-minded neighbor accidentally
touches him with a sparkler, or if he decides to chase a bottle rocket across the
street. Again, dogs tend to try to escape from the
your house, he may run away because of his agitation.

If you have any questions about making this a safe,
[ happy summer for your four-legged kids, give us a call!! X
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il f Propylene Glycol i s Healstrgkesanevernt i f r e e 7 ¢
why is it in my dogsbd Lecg"ﬁmmi"rng%stdé'””%
the summer. They are a
Dondét go throw t hose no medicdlamergentyardn |
away just yet! Yes, the treats do contain pro- if you suspect your dog A A

pylene glycol, and so does antifreeze, but the
key is that propylene glycol is found in the
Anomoxi co antifreeze.
freeze uses ethylene glycol, where as if pro-
pylene glycol is used instead, the toxicity is
eliminated. Therefore, the propylene glycol
used in Lean Treats poses no threat to our
animals, in fact we as humans use it and in-
gest it everyday in items such as cosmetics,
toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, and a
plethora of the foods we eat.

Pet Memorials

Many of us have experienced the loss of a pet
at some point. Would you like your pet to be re-
membered for the joy and companionship that
they brought to you and to your family and
friends? We have discovered that remembering
the special times in an on-line memorial is a won-
derful way to help the grieving process and to
create a lasting remembrance. Our website,
www.independencevet.com, has a special place
where you can celebrate the life of your loved
one. Dedicate a memorial to those precious ani-
mals that have touched our lives and have taught
us the true meaning of unconditional love. Share
your memories and photos by e-mailing them to
Brittany at ivc@independencevet.com, and they
will be placed on our memorials section of the
website.

\\ 4 ¥))

s s cap

uw*® cap

“ap

is suffering from heat
exhaustion, it needs to
be treated immediately!
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you can prevent the
situation.

f Never leave your animal in a car. Even with win-
dows cracked, heat builds up very rapidly in a
vehicle and the situation can become unhealthy
for your pet very quickly. Leaving an animal alone
in a closed car is illegal in North Carolina.

 If your dog is kept outside, be sure it has a shady
place to go and a house for shelter. Keep plenty of
cool, clean water outside.

9 Early morning or at night is the best time to take
your dog for a walk or run. Mid-day is not an ideal
time for this because this is usually the hottest
time of day.

Some of the signs of heat exhaustions are:
 Rapid breathing

Gums and tongue are brick red, and the tongue
becomes very enlarged.

Temperature is 106° F or over
Vomiting

If you notice any of these signs, get to a veterinar-
ian immediately! This is a very serious situation. Your
pet could go into shock and needs emergency care.
During the trip to the vet:

 Air conditioning full blast!
1 Pour cold water over the animals, or use ice packs

1 Rubbing alcohol can be put on the pads of the ani-
mals feet to lower body temperature

 Check temperature every few minutes until it de-
creases to 103° F.



Reggie is a very
loving 4 year old
Toy Fox Terrier.
He was turned
over to us be-
cause his previ-
ous owner could
no longer afford
to care for him.
Reggie had bro-
ken his leg a few
years back and
had to have sur-
gery on that leg. Some plates and screws had to be
placed in the leg. Then about 3 months ago, the leg
was broken again. This time, the leg needed to be
amputated. The owner just could not afford the sur-
gery. He was a very healthy dog otherwise. So we
agreed to take Reggie, and one of our very caring
clients, Gail Milner, took him. She fell in love with
him right away! Dr. Bart performed the surgery and
Gail helped him recuperate after the hard proce-
dure. He is now doing wonderfully and is happy and
healthy in his new home!

Each month, the staff of
Independence Veterinary
Clinic chooses one dog
and one cat to be in-
ducted as our
Mont h. o These
who we have seen often
for various reasons and
throughout the month we
have grown quite fond of
them. lItis a difficult task
for us to chose just two
out of all of the pets we

see every month. Each pet receives a gift bag of goodies

put together especially for them. In the gift bag, owners

may find such items as free deluxe bath certificates, pedi-

cure certificates, chews or toys. A photo and pet biogra-

phy are featured in an album in our lobby for all to see.

In April Nicholas Clark (feline) and Reggie Milner (canine)

were nominated Pets of the Month. In May we chose

Lucy Lu Hathaway (feline) and Cricket Breshears

(canine). Our Pets of the Month for June are Chester Fer-

nandez (feline) and Audrey Hendrix (canine). The up-

coming months mean new opportunities for you and your

four |l egged friendséand next

out our of the
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you!

Kayla Turner is one of our Nurses
and has been with us for 2 years.
She moved here from Palm Beach,
Florida where she was a Nurse for a
little over a year at Veterinary clinic
there. She loves working out and
staying fit, but
ting something in her mouth! Kayla
was recently
Safety Officer. From her variety of
pets, including rabbits, dogs, and
cats (oh my!), Kayla is sure to never
have a full moment!

gi ven

Shannon McSheehan is one
of our Nurses and she has
been with us for 2 years. She
has been a veterinary nurse
for 21 years total! Shannon

s h elba§ alsg worked as 9 pl‘pOEetsj

sional show handler and a

tgreomey In her spave-time,
she enjoys drag racing import
cars and spending time with
her 4 year old Pitbull Mackie,
and her 16 year old Beagle,
Copper.



